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OBSERVATIONS  ON  STAMMERING,  ' 


<^c,  d^^c. 


The  superiority  which  man  claims  over  the 
brute  creation  is  chiefly  founded  upon  his 
possessing-  a  mind,  and  being-  endowed  with 
the  faculty  of  speech.  Deprived  of  the 
latter  g-ift,  his  ideas  would  be  limited, 
incapable  either  of  conferring-  or  receiving- 
pleasure  ;  his  life  would  be  passed  in  a  state 
of  solitude  and  silence ;  and  the  sources  of  his 
knowledge  being  thus  dried  up,  the  moral 
dignity  of  his  character  would  be  degraded, 
and  "  this  distinguished  link  in  nature's 
animated  chain,"  with  difficulty  recognised. 

For  the  security  of  such  a  blessing,  Provi- 
dence has  admirably  provided,  as  the  ana- 
tomy of  the  mouth  and  larynx  sufficiently 
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demonstrates.  Indeed,  so  intimately  arc  these 
parts  connected  with  the  functions  of  respi- 
ration, that  any  injury  to  the  one  necessarily 
implies  proportionate  damag^e  to  the  other, 
and  the  destruction  of  either,  the  annihila- 
tion of  life. 

But  in  proportion  as  this  gift  is  excellent, 
so  must  its  loss  prove  severe,  even  in  its  li- 
mited exercise,  as  in  the  case  of  Impedi- 
ments OP  Speech. 

Cut  off  from  all  the  innocent  pleasures  of 
society,  the  unfortunate  sufferer  is  doomed  to 
observe  a  painful  and  unnatural  silence — 
in  proportion  as  he  sees  himself,  perhaps, 
the  only  one  afflicted  in  the  whole  circle  of 
his  acquaintance:  for  such  is  the  formation 
of  the  human  heart,  that  the  degree  of  the 
calamity  is  ever  estimated  by  the  number  of 
those  who  may  be  sharers  in  it  with  our- 
selves.   Still,  however,  the  unhappy  results 
of  the  affection  do  not  stop  here,  for  it  not 
only  cuts  him  off  from  all  the  pleasures  and 
comforts  of  social  life,  but  is  also  an  effectual 
bar  to  success,  in  almost  every  department. 
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depriving-  the  sufferer  of  availing-  himself  of 
whatever  relative  advantages  he  may  be  pos* 
sessed  of,  by  means  of  birth,  fortune,  talent, 
or  education.  Besides  all  this,  a  defective 
utterance  seriously  injures  the  health.  We 
rarely  see  an  old  person  stammer,  and  this 
is  not  owing-  to  years  effecting-  a  cure,  but 
because  the  dreadful  efforts  made  to  speak, 
sooner  or  later  excite  some  org'anic  disease, 
which,  once  induced,  invariably  consig-ns 
them  to  an    arly  tomb. 

During  the  convulsive  paroxysm,  the  whole 
mental  effort  of  the  individual  being-  di- 
rected to  effect  the  utterance  of  the  impeded 
word,  the  subject  matter  is  little  attended  to, 
and  then  only  at  intervals ;  hence  the  dis- 
course of  Stammerers  is  not  more  confused 
in  the  matter  than  in  the  manner,  and  their 
ideas  as  limited  and  jarring-  as  their  colloca- 
tion of  them  is  irreg-ular  and  interrupted. — 
Accompanying-  the  attempt  to  speak  there  is 
commonly  more  or  less  spasm  of  the  volun- 
tary muscles ;  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
becomes  slower — the  veins  of  the  neck,  face 
and  forehead,  turgid ;  and  the  whole  aspect 
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much  like  one  labouring-  under  an  epileptic 
fit.  This  is  not  an  erroneous  narrative ;  it  is 
a  plain  description,  illustrations  of  which  we 
may  meet  with  in  our  every-day  observa- 
tions. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  attention  of  the  Medical 
Profession  had  not  for  so  many  centuries 
been  directed  to  the  examination  and  relief  of 
so  distressing-  an  affection.  Such  a  neg-lect 
has  g-enerated  a  belief  among-st  the  better 
classes  of  society,  that  the  cure  of  an  Impe- 
diment of  Speech  is  impossible,  and  that 
those  who  would  be  so  credulous  as  to  in- 
dulg-e  any  hope  in  the  contrary  must  inva- 
riably meet,  in  disappointment,  a  cruel  in- 
crease of  all  their  sufferings ;  but  such  is  the 
mental  distress  of  the  Stammerer  that  he 
will  fly  to  any  one  who  will  promise  even  a 
chance  of  relief,  or  cling-  to  any  hope,  how- 
ever slig-ht  or  precarious,  provided  he  may 
indulge  in  the  idea  of  ultimate  success. 

Hence  the  most  incredulous  of  them  have 
ever  been  the  prey  of  empirics,  whose  pro- 
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mises  are  ever  extensive  in  proportion  as 
their  means  of  realising-  them  are  deficient* 
Their  promises  are  therefore  g-enerally  un- 
bounded, holding-  out  to  the  sufferer  the  hope 
of  a  cessation  of  his  malady  in  a  few  hours ; 
and  it  is  not  until  after  the  waste  of  much 
time  and  money  that  the  deluded  sufferer 
finds  out  the  extent  of  the  imposition  which 
has  been  practised  upon  his  credulity,  and 
then,  between  depression  of  mind  and  a  sense 
of  wounded  feeling,  his  original  affection  be- 
comes, almost  in  every  such  instance,  aggra- 
vated to  a  degree  of  melancholy  intensity. 

The  result  of  my  discovery  of  the  different 
causes  of  the  various  species  of  Impediments 
of  Speech,  and  the  consequent  method  of 
their  permanent  removal,  must,  however, 
soon  effect  a  favourable  change  in  the  absurd 
opinion,  that  the  cure  of  such  affections  is  im- 
possible— an  opinion  which  is  solely  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  little  attention  that  had  hi- 
therto been  paid  to  the  subject,  and  the  de- 
scription of  people  to  whom  the  care  of  such 
cases  was  allowed  to  devolve ;  besides,  the 
perfection  to  which  I  have  brought  my  sys- 
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tern,  aud  the  anatomical  and  physiolog-ical 
facts  which  I  can  adduce  in  support  of  it, 
amounting-  almost  to  actual  demonstration — 
the  unparalleled  success  I  have  had  in  my 
practice,  and  the  number  and  respectability 
of  the  cases  I  shall  here  lay  down,  must  be 
sufficient  to  prove  its  merit,  even  to  the  most 
seeptical. 

Indeed,  I  can  venture  to  stake  my  charac- 
ter, without  the  slightest  dang-er  of  its  suf- 
fering any  imputation,  that  there  is  no  case 
of  Stammering-,  however  hopeless  it  may  ap- 
pear, fif  the  patient  but  observe  my  prescrip- 
tions and  directions^)  I  cannot  cure  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner. 

Hitherto,  as  I  before  remarked,  the  cure 
of  Stammering  had  been  left,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  to  ignorant  Charlatans ;  the  con- 
sequence has  been,  that  all  confidence  in  the 
possibility  of  a  removal  of  the  affection  had 
ceased  to  exist :  many,  indeed,  have  repaired 
to  me,  and,  as  they  afterwards  assured  me, 
did  so  more  from  curiosity  than  from  any  ex- 
pectation of  deriving  success. 
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In  fact,  a  true  demonstrative  knowledge  of 
theproximate  cause  of  Impediments  of  Speech 
had  hitherto  been  a  kind  of  desideratum  in 
medical  knowledg-e,  and  Stammering-  an  op- 
probrium on  the  character  of  the  profession. 
The  merit  of  the  recent  discovery  I  have 
made  rests  entirely  with  myself.  Justice  to 
my  character  requires  from  me  this  unquali- 
fied[assertion,  for  there  is  scarcely  a  civilized 
city*  of  opulence  in  the  world,  but  has  one  or 
more  individuals  who  pretend  to  have  the 
power  of  removing-  the  affection.  It  may, 
perhaps,  appear  surprising,  that  sufficient  en- 
couragement should  be  held  out  to  them, 
when  they  so  repeatedly  disappoint;  but 
hope,  some  way  or  other,  is  so  blended  with 
our  existence,  that  the  example  of  another's 
disappointment  does  not  always  induce  us  to 
expect  a  similar  fate  ourselves ;  besides,  this 
affection  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
powers  of  the  mind,  that  frequently  the  most 
ignorant  and  inefficient  persons  succeed  in 
effecting  a  temporary  and  partial  relief:  ever 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  even  the  slightest 
appearance  of  improvement,  they  contrive  to 
gain  from  their  patient  some  acknowledg- 
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ment  of  an  approaching-  cure.  This  of  course 
they  turn  to  their  own  advantage,  and  thus 
in  a  manner  we  may  account  for  their  partial 
success.  Few,  however,  of  those  itinerants 
remain,  for  any  leng-th  of  time,  in  one  situ- 
ation. They  fly  from  town  to  town,  **  breath- 
"  ing-  the  word  of  promise  to  our  ear,  but 
"  breaking-  it  to  our  hope." 

My  principal  object  in  offering-  these  ob- 
servations, and  subjoining-  a  few  of  the  most 
remarkable  cases  of  my  cures,  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  disseminating  a  discovery  that  must 
prove  so  g-enerally  useful — a  discovery,  I  con- 
ceive, in  a  manner  closely  identified  with 
the  character  of  the  profession,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  which  I  here  beg-  leave  to  respectfully 
return  my  sincere  and  grateful  thanks,  for  the 
kind  patronag-e  I  have  hitherto  experienced 
from  them.  To  their  exertions,  indeed,  may 
be  ascribed  the  approaching  restoration  of 
that  confidence  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  successful  application  of  my  system. 

Various  means  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  devised  for  the  removal  of  Impediments 
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of  Speech ;  but,  alter  floating  for  a  short  time 
on  the  tide  of  public  favour,  they  all  suc- 
cessively sunk  into  merited  oblivion.  This 
was  chiefly  owing-  to  an  ignorance  of  the 
proximate  causes  of  the  aflTection,  which,  if 
not  perfectly  understood,  must  ever  leave  the 
curative  part  undecided,  and  limited  in  its 
application.  Of  the  truth  of  this  observa- 
tion, we  may  see  daily  instances  in  those 
foreig-n  and  domestic  publications  which  oc- 
casionally come  before  the  public.  Such  pub- 
lications can  do  no  good,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, much  harm,  in  as  much  as  they  are 
calculated  to  mislaid  and  disappoint  those 
who  may  be  so  credulous  as  to  place  any  con- 
fidence in  them;  besides,  it  is  a  matter  of 
utter  impossibility  for  a  Stammerer  to  cure 
himself,  even  if  he  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  pathology  and  proximate  cause  of  the 
disease. 

As  well  might  we  expect  that  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  essential  nature  of  any  organic 
affection,  would  be  sufficient  to  obliterate  the 
disease,  as  that  a  Stammerer  could  eflfect 
his  cure,  by  being  merely  made  acquainted 
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with  the  proximate  cause  of  his  impediment ; 
but  let  it  not  for  a  moment  be  imag-ined,  that 
such  a  knowledg-e  has  as  yet  been  made  pub- 
lic— it  has  been  discovered  only  by  myself, 
and  rests  with  me,  for  the  present,  an  impe- 
netrable secret. 

The  Stammerer,  on  the  contrary,  requires 
the  aid  and  direction  of  a  skilful  practitioner, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  his  profession, 
and  one  calculated  to  g-ain  an  ascendancy 
over  the  mind  of  his  patient.  Possessed  of 
these  qualifications,  and  put  in  possession  of 
my  discovery,  he  must  succeed  in  every  case 
he  undertakes  to  cure. 

With  few  exceptions,  persons  labouring- 
under  Impediments  of  Speech  are  peculiarly 
sensitive,  and  averse  to  any  proceeding-  which 
mig-ht  make  them  or  their  affection  the  sub- 
ject of  critical  observation ;  hence,  most  of 
my  patients  have  rendered  it  oldigatory  on  me 
not  only  to  conceal  their  names,  but  even 
their  references,  from  the  casual  inquirer. 
Such  promises  I  consider  myself  sacredly 
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bound  to   keep,  although  often  militating: 
ag-ainst  my  own  interest. 

The  medical  man  is  frequently  obliged  to 
consult  the  feelings  of  his  patient,  even  be- 
fore his  own  interest ;  indeed,  in  my  case, 
any  other  line  of  conduct  would  be  ill  re- 
quiting the  flattering  confidence  and  distin- 
guished support  with  which  I  have  been 
honored.    The  circumstance,  however,  I  re- 
gret, in  as  much  as  it  limits  the  number  of 
cases,  of  several  formidable  species  of  Im- 
pediments of  Speech,  which  I  have  cured. 
Still,  however,  many  remain,  which,  with 
the    general   references    and  acknowledg- 
ments of  cure,  must  be  amply  sufficient  to 
gain  the  confidence  and  support  of  not  only 
my  own  profession,  but  of  every  well-wisher 
to  a  meritorious  discovery,  or  the  real  in- 
terests of  society  in  general. 

From  the  many  instances  we  daily  see 
of  fictitious  cases  of  cures,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, perhaps,  for  me  to  assure  those  to 
whom  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being 
known,  that  I  have  ready  for  inspection,  the 
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original  documents  of  all  tho  correspondence 
which  herein  appears,  and  that  the  references 
are  not  only  all  in  existence,  but  most  of 
them  persons  of  the  highest  respectability. 

In  submitting-  the  following  selection  of 
cases,  with  their  accompanying  acknowledg- . 
ments  of  cure,  1  do  so  with  the  intention  of 
restoring  those  to  hope  who  had  hitherto 
given  up  themselves  entirely  to  despair.  I 
also  trust  that  the  invariable  success  which 
has  marked  the  progress  of  all  these  cases, 
will  prove,  even  to  the  most  sceptical,  that 
there  is  no  species  of  Impediment,  however 
deplorable  it  may  hitherto  have  appeared,  but 
is  now  susceptible  of  a  perfect,  speedy,  and 
permanent  cure. 


Mr,  Charles  Demfsey,  aged  22,  of  FairvieW' 
Avenue  f  A  nnesleySridge. 

This  gentleman  had,  from  the  earliest  pe- 
riod of  his  childhood,  been  afflicted  with  an 
impediment  in  his  speech.  Time  appeared 
rather  to  aggravate  the  affection,  so  that,  at 
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the  period  when  he  called  on  me,  it  had  con- 
siderably increased.  Not  only  had  it  threat- 
ened to  involve  in  ruin  all  his  hopes  of  ad- 
vancement in  life,  but  also  seriously  to  mili- 
tate ag"ainst  his  health  and  comfort. 

In  Jhur  weeks  he  perfectly  cured,  and 
the  consequence  was  soon  visible,  even  in  his 
appearance.  The  peculiar  nervous  affection, 
and  the  symptoms  of  dyspepsia  under  which 
he  had  laboured  for  some  years,  vanished, 
and  shortly  after  he  left  me  he  was  admitted 
a  Member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in 
London,  and  is  now  a  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Royal  Artillery,  an  appointment  which,  he 
was  informed,  he  could  never  have  obtained 
during  the  existence  of  his  impediment. 

The  following  letter  respecting  his  Cure 
was  sent  me  by  L.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  A.B., 
T.C.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland  : — 

«  136,  S/ep/ien's-green,  Dec.  27,  1827. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  refer  any  person 
"  to  me  that  wishes  to  ascertain  your  capability  of  removing 
"  impedimentf?  of  speech  or  defects  of  utterance,  as  I  con- 
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"  ceive  it  an  act  of  justice  towards  you  to  state,  that  your 
"  cure  of  Mr.  Dempsey,  one  of  my  apprentices,  of  the  dis- 
"  tressing  impediment  of  speech  he  laboured  under  from  his 
"  childhood,  has  not  only  given  me,  but  every  person  ac- 
"  quainted  with  him,  the  highest  satisfaction. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Faithfully  yours, 

"  L.  ARMSTRONG. 
"  To  Joseph  Poett,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 
"31,  Denzille-street,  Dublin 

The  gratitude  of  Mr.  Dempsey  was  such, 
that  previous  to  his  leaving-  Ireland  he  sent 
me  the  following;  letter,  with  permission  to 
make  what  use  I  pleased  of  it : — 

"  Fairview,  August  Zl,  1828. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  I  take  this  oppor- 
"  tunity  of  returning  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  service  you 
"  rendered  me,  in  removing  a  most  unpleasant  imfediment 
"  of  speech  with  which  I  was  afflicted  from  my  infancy, 
"  and  gave  me  much  unhappiness  in  the  pursuance  of  my 
"  professional  studies. 

"  I  feel  perfectly  confident,  that  by  an  attentive  adherence 
"  to  your  directions  and  prescriptions,  from  v\'hich  I  derived 
"  such  manifest  benefit,  even  the  first  day  I  attended  you, 
"  that  I  shall  never  relapse,  or  allow  my  late  Impediment  to 
"  return. 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  CHARLES  DEMPSEY,  Surgeon. 
"  Surgeon  Poett,  &c.  &c." 
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Miss  R  ,  affed  eight  years,  of  , 

County  CarloW' 

This  case  relates  to  a  Niece  of  a  Peer  of 
the  Realm,  a  most  interesting*  child,  whose 
intellectual  capacity  far  surpassed  her  years. 
Her  defect  of  utterance  became  perceivable 
in  her  infancy^  and  had  gi-adually  continued 
to  increasCii  The  sensations  of  her  parents 
can  better  be  iraag-ined  than  described,  when 
we  consider  that  this  dear  little  child  was 
not  more  remarkable  for  brilliant  talent 
than  personal  beauty.  Her  susceptibility  of 
mind  was  such  as  to  render  her,  even  at  that 
tender  ag-e,  peculiarly  sensible  of  her  ca- 
lamity. 

When  this  young-  Lady  was  first  intro- 
duced to  me  by  her  uncle,  Lord  D  ,  I 

confess  I  hs  I  some  apprehensions  lest  the 
application  of  my  system  to  her  case  mig-ht 
fail,  iny  mode  of  cure  being-  closely  connected 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  and  phy- 
siology of  the  organs  of  voice  and  speech,  and 
with  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  their  im- 
proper action,  during^  the  paroxysm  of  the 
Stammer,  which  differs  almost  in  every  indi- 
vidual. 
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I  hardly  anticipated  so  favorable  a  result, 
but  perceiving-  at  once  the  capabilities  of  the 
child,  I  proceeded  in  a  method  of  cure, 
adapted,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  to  her  ten- 
der years,  and  in  the  short  space  of  one 
month  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  her  per- 
fectly cured. 

Previously  to  her  family  leaving-  this  coun- 
try for  Paris,  I  had  the  honour  of  the  foUow- 
iny  letter  from  her  mother : — 

"  Merrion-square. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  have  connexions  who  might  object  to  our 
"  names  being  published,  but  any  reference,  personal  or  btf 
"  letter^  I  will  be  most  happy  to  attend  to. 

"  Little  N  ,  most  grateful  for  your  attention,  will  attest 

"  it  to  any  person  you  please  to  send  here,  and  I  will  always 
"  thankfully  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  Providence,  in  in- 
"  structing  you  in  the  means  of  removing  her  mortifying  in- 
"  firmity.  •  ' 

"  Truly  your  obliged 

«  M.  R  . 

"  Surgeon  Poett." 

As  I  knew  that  the  Surgeon-General,  in 
his  rang-e  of  intimacy  with  the  Nobility  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  was  well  acquainted 
with  this  family,  I  took  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing him  on  the  subject,  and  requested  he 
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would  allow  me  to  use  his  name  as  a  reference 
for  the  efficacy  of  my  mode  of  cure.  He  most 
condescending-ly  and  kindly  authorised  me  to 
do  so,  and  honored  me  with  the  following- 
letter.  One  of  the  cases  he  alludes  to  is  that 
of  the  young-  Lady  I  have  previously  men- 
tioned : — 

"  Merrion-square,  Feb.  17,  1828. 

«  Sir, 

"  Having  witnessed  the  complete  success  of  your 
"  method  of  treating  Impediments  of  the  Speech,  in  two  in- 
"  stances,  I  shall  at  all  times  feel  great  pleasure  in  bearing 
"  testimony  as  to  the  excellence  of  your  system. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

"  PHILIP  CRAMPTON. 

"  Doctor  POBTT.'' 

This  case  clearly  illustrates  the  merits  of 
my  discovery,  and  proves  my  plan  of  cure  to 
be  adapted  to  every  age.  Had  it  not  been 
extremely  simple,  an  infant  of  eight  years  of 
age,  however  gifted  she  might  have  been  by 
nature,  could  hardly  be  suspected  of  having- 
conquered,  through  its  means,  an  affection 
which  had  bid  defiance  to  the  united  attempts 
of  herself  and  family  for  years  before. 

It  is  now  seven  months  since  I  had  the 
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honor  of  receiving-  the  Surgeon-General's 
communication,  and  the  child  remains  as  free 
from  any  return  of  the  impediment  as  when 
I  first  pronounced  her  cure  effected ;  and, 
from  the  very  extensive  practice  Mr.  Cramp- 
ton  enjoys,  I  apprehend  that  since  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  obliging-  and  valuable  communi- 
cation, he  has  witnessed  additional  cases  of 
cures  performed  by  me. 


The  three  following^  cases  relate  to  three 

sisters,  the  Misses  J  ,  ladies  of  the  first 

respectability  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The 
eldest  was  26,  the  second  22,  and  the  young-est 
19  years  of  age. 

These  three  young  ladies  had  been  affected 
with  the  malady  from  their  earliest  years. 
With  the  difficulty  of  utterance,  various 
other  distressing-  symptoms  were  also  compli- 
cated, such  as,  extreme  nervousness,  debility, 
and  much  mental  depression.  In  one  of  them 
particularly,  I  often  remarked  that  the  at- 
tempt to  speak  would  frequently  excite  a 
kind  of  spasmodic  paroxysm.    The  force  of 
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the  circulation  of  the  blood  would,  in  this 
case,  become  lessened,  owing-  pr(Jbably  to 
the  whole  energ-y  of  the  nervous  system  being- 
directed  to  the  organs  of  speech ;  the  action 
of  every  other  function  thus  becoming  in  a 
manner  more  or  less  impeded,  the  vessels  of 
her  head  and  neck  would  be  apparently  dis- 
tended  with  venous  blood  in  such  a  manner 
that,  but  for  her  cure,  I  am  convinced  would, 
at  a  future  period,  have  ended  ultimately  in 
the   production  of  some  organic  disease,, 
either  in  the  brain,  liver,  heart,  or  lungs. 

The  gratitude  of  their  friends  could  only 
be  equalled  by  that  of  my  fair  patients  them- 
selves, who,  in  every  word  and  act,  seemed 
fully  to  feel  the  extent  of  their  obligation,  in 
being  entirely  freed  from  a  malady  which  in- 
terfered with  their  happiness,  from  the  ear- 
liest dawn  of  reason. 

The  following  acknowledgment  of  those 
cures  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  their 
near  relative.  Lady  Hassard,  No.  39,  Sum- 
mer-hill, Dublin,  a  Lady  whose  kindness 
is  so  unbounded,  that  she  authorised  me  to 
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refer  any  person  to  her  I  pleased,  and  she 
would  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  fore- 
g-oing"  statement : — 

"  39,  Summer-hill,  Dublin. 

"  Sir, 

"  As  you  do  not  intend  to  publicly  mention  the 
"  names  of  those  patients  whose  impediments  of  speech  you 
"  have  removed,  I  feel  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  re- 

quest,  by  stating,  that  three  young  Ladies,  relatives  of  mine, 
"  who  laboured  under  a  distressing  impediment  of  speech  from 
"  their  infancy,  have  been  cured  by  you  in  a  few  weeks ;  and 
"  so  satisfied  are  their  friends  that  the  removal  of  the  malady 

is  fully  in  your  power,  that  they  intend  to  recommend  you  to 
"  any  person  of  their  acquaintance  who  may  require  your  as- 
"  sistance. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  Servant, 

"ANNE  HASSARD. 

"  Surgeon  Poett." 

On  these  three  interesting"  cases  I  shall 
make  a  few  observations.  The  eldest  had 
stammered  for  24  years,  the  second  20 
years,  and  the  youngest  17  years,  and  yet,  in 
one  short  month,  they  were  enabled  to  speak 
in  as  free  and  unembarrassed  a  manner  as 
persons  who  never  had  experienced  such  a 
defect.  So  speedy  and  effectual  a  cure  might 
at  first  appear  incredible,  if  we  look  to 
the  inveteracy  of  custom— for,  supposing  we 
had  indulged  in  a  particular  habit  for  a  num- 
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her  of  years,  would  not  the  breaking-  off  or 
overcoming-  of  that  habit  be  considered  al- 
most impossible,  in  such  a  short  space  of 
time  ?  Besides,  in  these  cases  I  had  to  con- 
tend, not  only  with  the  impediment  and  its 
accompanying-  spasms,  but  also  with  much 
nervousness  and  constitutional  debility. 


Mr.  Joseph  Tracy,  a  young-  g-entleman, 
clerk  in  the  firm  of  Cosg-rave  and  Tracy, 
wine  merchants,  «fec.  in  Cecilia-street,  in  this 
city,  applied  to  me  to  remove  a  very  unusual 
species  of  impediment  with  which  he  was 
afflicted  for  some  years  before.  His  attempts 
to  speak  were  extremely  distressing-,  and 
nearly  rendered  him  unable  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office.  In  eig-ht  days  I  effected 
his  permanent  and  satisfactory  cure,  as  his 
following-  letter  testifies : — 

"  31,  Mabbot-street,  16M  Jan.  1828. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Allow  me  to  return  you  my  most  sincere  and 

unfeigned  thanks  for  the  favor  you  have  conferred  on  me, 
"  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of 
"  your  professional  skill.  /  have  been  long  and  painfully 
"  afflicted  with  an  affection  of  Stammering,  which  has  been 
"  effectually  removed  in  the  short  space  of  eight  days,  under 
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your  immediate  care,  and  solely  hj  your  exertions.  Accept, 
"  then,  dear  Sir,  the  eternal  gratitude  of 

"  Your  obliged  and  obedient  Servant, 

"JOSEPH  TRACY. 

"  To  Surgeon  Poett, 
"31,  Denzille- street:^ 

This  case  is  principally  remarkable  for  the 
short  time  the  cure  occupied,  it  being-  really 
effected  in  the  space  of  eig-ht  days,  although 
he  attended  me,  at  my  express  desire,  a  few- 
days  long-er,  without  manifesting-  the  slightest 
tendency  to  a  relapse.  A  considerable  time 
has  now  elapsed,  without  his  experiencing 
any  difficulty  whatsoever  in  speaking,  and  is 
performing  all  the  out  business  of  the  firm  he 
is  engag-ed  with,  in  the  different  banks,  pub- 
lic offices,  &c.  &c.  with  perfect  ease  to  himself. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Tracy's  letter,  I  in- 
sert one  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Moran, 
of  the  office  of  Saunders's  News-Letter,  a 
gentleman  who  is  well  known,  and  whose 
character  is  highly  valued  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  : — 

"  Saunders's  News- Letter  Office, 
"  September  \Oth,  1828. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  As  Mr.  Joseph  Tracy  lodged  in  my  house 
"  for  a  considerable  time  before  and  during  the  period  he  was 
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"  under  your  care,'  I  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
"  successful  cure  you  performed  on  him,  by  removing,  in  a  very 
"  short  time,  a  most  unpleasant  and  distressing  defect  of  Stam- 
"  mering  he  laboured  under.  You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to 
"  add  my  name  to  the  list  of  referees,  convinced,  as  I  am,  of  the 
efiicacy  of  your  system  for  removing  impediments  of  speech. 
"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  most  truly, 

"  N.  MORAN. 

«  Surgeon  Poett." 


Case  of  Mr.  Ilearne^  of  Summer-hill^  Dublin, 

This  young-  g-entleman's  stammer  was  ac- 
companied with  a  painful  and  spasmodic  af- 
fection of  the  muscles  of  his  face,  especially 
of  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum,  zygomatici, 
and  corrug-atores  supercilii  muscles. 

Having"  received  a  very  liberal  education, 
his  parents  intended  he  should  take  a  medi- 
cal degree,  hoping-,  like  many  others  in  a 
similar  situation,  that  his  hesitation  would 

*'  wear  off"  by  time.  This,  however,  was  far 
from  being  the  case,  and  the  idea  of  his  being- 
able  to  become  what  they  sincerely  wished 
for,  was  abandoned. 

He  was,  however,  placed  as  an  apprentice 
with  Mr.  Shaw,  a  most  eminent  and  hig-hly 
p-espectable  gentleman,  an  apothecary  and 
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chemist,  at  No.  71,  Great  Britain-street,  who, 
hearing;  of  my  success  in  removing-  impedi- 
ments of  speech,  at  the  request  of  the  parents 
of  Mr.  Hearne,  very  kindly  consented  to  his 
being"  placed  under  my  care.  In  a  few  weeks 
the  young-  g-entleman  was  completely  cured ; 
and  his  friends,  perceiving-  that  their  dearest 
vrish  respecting-  him  was  realised,  they  re- 
sumed their  former  intention  of  professionally 
educating-  him  for  a  Medical  Doctor,  and  he 
according-ly  matriculated  in  Trinity  CoUeg-e, 
took  out  medical  tickets  for  lectures,  and  is 
now  studying-  for  his  deg-ree.  His  letter  of 
acknowledg-ment  of  cure  I  here  subjoin  : — 

"  March  12,  1828. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  I  take  this  opportu- 

"  nity  of  returning  you  my  sincere  thanks,  for  the  great  service 

"  you  have  rendered  me,  in  removing  a  most  unpleasant  im- 

"  "pediment  of  speech,  under  which  I  laboured  since  the 

"  age  of  three  years,  and  which  was  increasing  every  day. 

"  I  feel  perfectly  confident  that,  by  a  strict  attention  to 
*'  your  rules,  from  which  I  derived  infinite  benefit  from  the 
"  first  day  I  attended  you,  I  shall  nevei  relaj)se,  or  allow  the 
"  impediment  to  return  ;  and  I  shall  recommend  to  you  any  of 
"  my  acqaaintances  who  may  be  affected  similarly,  feeling 
"  perfectly  confident  that  the  removal  of  all  species  of  impedi- 
"  ments,  whether  acquired  or  not,  are  fully  in  your  power 
*'  to  cure. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  SAM.  E.  HEARNE. 

"  To  Surgeon  Poett." 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing-  letter,  I  re- 
ceived one  from  an  old  and  highly-respected 
citizen,  Mr.  Bambrick,  of  No.  6,  Wellington- 
quay,  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Hearne's 
family,  residing  in  the  County  Galway. 

Mr.  Bambrick,  knowing  that  Irlr.  Hearne 
was  nearly  a  stranger  in  this  city,  has  had 
the  kindness  to  present  me  with  the  follow- 
ing letter,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged,  and 
esteem  it  a  valuable  document : — 

"  6,  Wellingion-quay. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  very  happy  to  certify,  that  a  young 
"  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  named  Hearne,  whose  ad- 
"  dress  I  shall  give  to  any  person  calling  on  me,  in  order  that 
"  he  may  be  personally  visited,  was  affected  with  a  very  bad 
"  impediment  of  speech  from  his  infancy,  and,  being  placed 
under  your  care,  in  a  short  time  you  "perfectlf/  cured  him. 

**  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  most  truly, 

"EDWARD  BAMBRICK. 

"  Surgeon  Poett." 


William  Brophy,  of  Killeran,  Co,  Wesimeath, 

This  was  a  very  extraordinary  case.  The 
gentleman  informed  me  that  he  was  aflOiicted 
since  his  infancy,  and  that  his  malady  in- 
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creased  as  he  grew  up.  He  mentioned  that 
at  times  the  attempt  at  utterance  would  bring 
on  symptoms  strong-ly  resembling-  a  sense  of 
actual  suffocation*  His  extraordinary  sensa- 
tions are  best  described  in  his  own  words,  viz. 

Whenever  I  attempted  to  speak^  at  such  time 

my  first  sensation  would  he  that  of  a  rope 
"  closing  tightly  round  my  neck ;  my  sight 

soon  failed,  my  head  reeled,  and  I  trembled 
**  universally ;  and,  to  save  myself  from  fall- 
**  ing,  1  was  obliged  to  instantly  cease  making 

any  further  effort  to  speak,  otherwise  I 
« feared  I  should  have  died  in  the  attempt*^ 
These  symptoms  went  on  g-radually  increas- 
ing-, until  the  young  g-entleman  had  to  reljn^ 
quish  a  situation  he  enjoyed  in  that  most  re- 
spectable and  extensive  mercantile  establish- 
ment of  Messrs.  Boileau  and  George,  Bride- 
street,  Dublin. 

When  he  came  to  me  he  found  it  impos- 
sible to  verbally  mention  his  address,  and 
actually  had  to  write  it  down. 

This  young  man  returned  to  the  country 
in  about  two  months,  perfectly  cured ;  and 
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the  following"  letter  respecting-  his  recovery 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving-  from  a  g-entle- 
man,  a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  James  Moran, 
tobacco  merchant,  No.  144,  Thomas-street, 
Dublin : — 

"144,  Thomas-street,  Qth  March,  1828. 

«  Sir, 

"  I  hasten  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  received  a 

"  letter  this  morning  from  Master  Brophy's  friend,  approving  of 

"  your  astonishing  and  very  successful  cure.    Astonishing,  in- 

"  deed,  it  must  be  to  those  persons  who  were  acquainted  with 

"  him  previous  to  his  becoming  a  pupil  of  yours,  when  he  could 

"  not  articulate  a  syllable  without  giving  pain  to  his  hearers 

"  and  the  utmost  distress  to  liimself,  and  now  he  can  coil' 

"  verse  on  any  subject. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  sincerely, 

"JAMES  MORAN. 

"  Surgeon  Poett." 


Samuel  TVhitmore,  aged  twenty-two^  Castle 
corner^  Co,  Kilkenny, 

This  g-entleman  laboured  from  his  infancy 
under  an  embarrassing-  impediment.  When- 
ever he  attempted  to  speak,  his  eyes  and 
tong^ue  became  affected  with  convulsive 
twitching-s ;  he  was  also  so  extremely  sensi- 
tive, that  the  very  sig-ht  of  another  Stammerer 
was  sufficient  to  throw  him  into  a  state  of 
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great  nervousness.  He  could  not  be  induced^ 
whilst  under  cure  with  me,  to  remain  in  a 
room  with  a  new  patient,  so  that  he  was 
oblig-ed  to  be  provided  with  a  separate  apart- 
ment. 

Some  will  require  the  utmost  lenity  and 
indulg-ence,  in  complying-  with  their  wishes^ 
whilst  others,  on  the  contrary,  must  be 
treated  with  determination ;  but  in  his  case 
I  found  it  necessary  to  pursue  the  former  line 
of  conduct. 

After  a  moderate  course  of  tonics,  and  the 
application  of  other  remedies,  I  succeeded  in 
sending-  him  home  in  six  weeks  cured.  The 
following  is  his  acknowledgment ; — 

"  Cavendish-row,  8t/i  March,  1828. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  T  feel  much  happiness  in  acknowledging  that 

"  by  pursuing  your  directions,  I  have  been  cured  by  you  of  a 

"  distressing  impediment  of  speech,  attended  with  a  spas?nodw 

"  motion  of  my  eyes,  in  the  short  space  of  six  weeks.  I  am 

"  now  returning  home  (to  Castlecomer,  County  Kilkenny), 

'*  and  I  shall  always  feel  happy  in  vouching  to  the  above,  and' 

"  recommending  you  any  other  person  afflicted  as  I  was,  being 

"  convinced  it  is  fully  in  your  power  to  remove  such  affections. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

«  SAM.  T.  WIIITMORE. 

"  To  Surgeon  Poett.". 
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John  Birmingham^  aged  eleven  years^  Mil' 
brook,  County  Galway* 

This  young-  g-entleman  was  broug-ht  to  me 
from  the  above  County,  and  came  to  my 
house,  accompanied  by  his  father,  and  a  most 
respectable  resident  of  Bublin,  Mr.  Jenning-s, 
of  Gloucester-street.  The  boy  was  totally 
unable  to  read,  and  he  spoke  very  unintel' 
ligibly,  Althoug-h  a  young-  lad,  lie  was 
enabled,  by  the  means  of  a  g-ood  natural  ca- 
pacity, to  avail  himself,  in  the  fullest  man- 
ner, of  the  practical  benefit  of  my  system, 
and  in  one  month  he  was  perfectly  cured. 

The  following-  letter  I  received  from  his 
father,  a  short  time  after  his  return  to  Gal- 
way : — 

"  Milhook,  Co.  Galuiai/,  6l/i  April,  1828. 
"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  would  have  written  to  you  before  this  period, 
"  but  waiting  for  Doctor  Little's  return  from  Cork,  where  he 
"  has  been  for  the  last  month.  On  his  arrival  at  Tuam  I  lost 
"  no  time  in  calling  on  him.  He  examined  John,  both  in  read- 
"  ing  and  speaking,  and  seemed  much  pleased  and  surprised 
"  at  his  sudden  recovery,  and  the  Doctor  has  no  objection  that 
"  you  would  refer  to  him. 

*'  John  still  continues  to  observe  your  directions,  and  I  am 
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"  glad  to  say  he  is  going  on  well.    He  desires  to  be  most 
"  kindly  remembered  to  you. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 
"  Yours  truly, 

«  EDW.  BIRMINGHAM. 

"  Surgeon  Poett." 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  receiviog-  the  following-  unsolicited 
letter  from  Doctor  Prenderg-ast,  of  Tuam,  a 
g-entleman  with  whom  I  had  not  any  pre- 
vious acquaintance.  Such  a  letter,  coming 
from  so  eminent  and  respectable  a  practi- 
tioner as  Doctor  Prendergast,  flatters  me 
very  much,  and  for  which  I  am  extremely 
obliged : — 

"  Tuam,  22dJpnr,  1828. 

"  Sir, 

I  have  just  visited  young  Birmingham,  of 
"  Milbrook,  who  was  a  patient  of  mine  for  some  months  pre- 
"  vious  to  his  being  placed  under  your  care.  During  my  at- 
"  tendance  upon  him,  so  great  was  the  hesitation  of  his 
"  speech,  that  he  was  almost  unintelligible,  so  that  in  fact  it 
"  was  through  the  medium  of  his  mother  I  could  ascertain 
"  the  nature  of  his  disease. 

"  I  was,  therefore,  highly  gratified,  indeed  I  must  confess 
"  astonished  beyond  measure,  at  finding  him  so  completely 
"  cured,  that  he  spoke  and  read  for  me  distinctly  and  arti- 
"  culately. 

"  From  your  success  in  this  case  in  particular,  I  look  upon 
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**  the  infallibility  of  your  system  proved  beyond  all  question — 
**  a  system  which  must  be  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  dis- 
*'  coveries  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  and  one  which  must 
"  secure  for  you  (if  the  discoverer)  a  place  in  the  ranks  of 
those  who,  by  their  genius,  have  rendered  their  names  im- 
**  mortal. 

"  You  should  have  had  this  communication  from  me  sooner, 
**  but  that  whenever  Mr.  Birmingham  brought  in  his  son  to  me, 
**  I  was  unfortunately  away  on  my  professional  duties.  You 
**  are  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  you  please  of  this  letter,  and 
**  to  add  my  name  to  the  list  of  your  referees. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Your  very  humble  Servant, 
"JOHN  PRENDERGAST,  M.D. 
**  Surgeon  Poett." 


Miss  J,  C  ,  County  Carlow* 

This  young-  lady,  aged  twenty,  was  af- 
flicted with  an  impediment  in  her  speech,  of 
a  very  melancholy  nature,  since  it  not  only 
obliged  her  to  withdraw  from  society  and 
the  pleasures  of  social  intercourse,  but  was 
also  militating  ag^ainst  her  gfeneral  health. 

Some  time  after  the  completion  of  her  cure 

she  candidly  informed  me,  that  during-  the 

existence  of  the  malady  which  the  Almighty 

had  visited  her  with,  she  utterly  despaired  of 

c 
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ever  enjoying-  a  ray  of  happiness  here  beloti'^, 
and  looked  forward  with  anxiety  to  the  mo- 
ment when  she  should  be  removed  to  another 
world,  where  all  her  cares  would  have  a  final 
termination,  and  that  it  was  more  to  gratify 
her  relations  and  friends,  than  from  any  hope 
of  being-  cured,  that  she  came  to  Dublin  and 
claimed  my  assistance. 

However,  in  five  weeks  this  young-  lady's 
complaint  was  perfectly  removed,  and  she 
became  enabled  to  enter  and  partake  of  all 
the  g-ay  and  elegant  society  which  this  city 
affords,  and  in  about  two  months  returned 
to  the  country.  I  have  since  been  told  by 
many  of  her  friends,  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible to  discover  that  she  ever  had  been 
the  victim  of  so  distressing-  an  affection. 

Previous  to  the  young  lady's  leaving  town, 
she  favoured  me  with  the  following-  letter : — 

"  Earl-street,  Dublin,  ZQlhJuly,  1828. 

*/  Dear  Sir, 

"  Allow  me  to  return  you  my  most  sincere 
"  tlianks  for  the  service  you  have  rendered  me,  in  removing  a 
"  distressing  impediment  of  speech,  with  which  I  was  affected 
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*'  from  my  infancy,  and  from  which  I  am  now,  thank  God,  per- 
**  fectly  freed. 

"  Believe  me,  I  shall  always  feel  happy  at  having  it  in  my 
"  power  to  be  of  any  service  to  you,  and  remain, 
"  Dear  Sir, 

^'  Yours  very  sincerely, 

"  J.  C  . 

**  Surgeon  Poett." 

For  the  accuracy  of  this  case,  I  am  autho- 
rised to  refer  to  Thomas  Francis  Comyn, 
Esq.,  of  HoUywell,  Ennistymon,  a  respect- 
able Magistrate  of  the  County  Clare. 


Master  J,  Malone^  aged  ten  years. 

In  this  case  the  impediment  was  accom- 
panied by  spasmodic  twitching-s  of  the  muscles 
of  the  mouth  and  face.  He  also  had  some 
tendency  to  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the 
throat,  and  I  doubt  not,  if  the  affection  had 
continued  some  few  years  long-er,  but  it  would 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  some  fatal  dis- 
ease. His  prog-ress  towards  recovery  was  not 
the  less  rapid,  for  in  three  weeks  I  was 
enabled  to  pronounce  his  cure  complete. 

As  I  entertained  some  fears  lest  this  child 
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should  relapse,  from  the  extreme  susceptibi- 
lity of  his  nervous  system,  I  kept  him  in  at- 
tendance upon  me  for  some  time  long-er ;  but 
during*  the  entire  of  this  period,  he  never  ma- 
nifested the  slig-htest  hesitation,  either  while 
he  read  or  spoke. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving-  the  follow- 
ing acknowledg-ment  of  cure  from  his  father, 
a  g-entleman  of  the  law  profession : — 

"  William-street,  Dublin. 

«  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  My  son  beingTiow  completely  cured  of  the 
"  impediment  of  speech  with  which  he  was  so  long  and  so  se- 
"  verely  affected,  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  my  grateful  acknow- 
"  ledgments,  for  the  great  skill  and  attention  with  which  his 
"  case  has  been  treated. 

"  As  the  child  (now  aged  betvreen  nine  and  ten  years)  had 
"  laboured  under  this  defect  for  nearly  seven  years  prior  to 
"  his  being  placed  under  your  care,  and  as,  in  spite  of  every 
"  effort  made,  by  myself  and  others,  it  was  daily  increasing, 
"  until  at  length  it  became  quite  painful  to  witness  his  attempts 
"  at  utterance,  1  had  given  up  in  despair  all  hopes  of  ever 
"  seeing  him  cured,  or  indeed  relieved  in  that  respect,  and  sat 
"  down  under  the  conviction  that  he  was  by  it  disqualified  from 
"  filling  many  situations  in  life,  in  one  of  which  I  might  have 
"  been  enabled  to  place  him. 

"  Thus  circumstanced,  at  the  pressing  entreaty  of  his  motlier 
"  and  several  friends,  I  was  induced  to  place  him  under  your 
"  care,  more,  I  confess,  in  accordance  to  their  wishes,  than  from 
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'«  any  hope  I  entertained  of  his  deriving  any  material  benefit 
"  from  your  exertions. 

"  The  result  has  proved  that  it  is  not  right  to  be  pertina- 
ciously  attached  to  our  own  opinion,  for  1  have  now  the  satis- 
"  faction  of  seeing  the  great  barrier  removed  to  the  boy's  ad- 
"  vancement  in  life,  whereas,  had  I  acted  on  my  own  opinion, 
"  he,  although  possessed  of  some  abilities.  Mould  have  been 
"  effectually  shut  out  from  filling  any  public  situation,  profes- 
"  sional  or  othenyieev. 

**  I  fear  you  will  think  I  have  been  too  prolix,  but  as  I  for- 
"  bore  from  expressing  myself  on  the  subject,  while  a  doubt 
"  remained  as  to  the  cure  being  perfect,  so  I  should  now 
"  consider  myself  most  ungrateful,  in  longer  delaying  the  ex- 
"  pression  of  my  admiration  of  your  skill,  and  my  thankfulness 
"  for  the  great  attention  with  which  you  applied  it  to  the  ef- 
"  fectual  cure  of  my  son,  during  the  very  short  time  he  has- 

been  under  your  care. 

'*  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
"  Yours  truly, 

«  J.  E.  MALONE. 

"  Surgeon  Poett." 


William  F,  Graham,  Esq,,  aged  twenty  "StnVf) 
No,  40,  French-Street,  Dublin, 

This  g-entleman  is  a  most  respectable  at- 
torney, and  his  hesitation  having-  operated 
very  much  against  his  professional  pursuits, 
he  found  it  absolutely  necessary  for  his 
advancement  in  life,  to  have  it  removed. — 
Although  he  heard  of  my  name  early  in  the 
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year,  yet  he  very  prudently  deferred  placing 
himself  under  my  care,  until  he  could  ascer- 
tain that  I  had  performed  decided  cures. — 
Having-  made  diligent  inquiries  respecting- 
my  capabilities,  which  appearing  satisfac- 
tory, he  commenced  with  me  in  April  last, 
and  I  am  happy  to  assert  that  he  was  per- 
fectly cured  in  one  month. 

Mr.  Graham  very  obligingly  sent  the  fol* 
lowing  acknowledgment,  with  permission  to 
use  his  name  in  any  manner  that  could  be 
the  means  of  serving  me.  Indeed  this  gen- 
tleman, with  a  degree  of  philanthropy  highly 
creditable  to  his  character,  added,  that  he 
conceived  it  but  a  duty  due  by  him  to  his 
fellow-creatures,  who  might  labour  under 
the  same  affliction,  to  give  the  utmost  publi- 
city to  his  cure  : — 

f  40,  French-street,  IQlh  August,  1828. 
"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  beg  leave  to  make  my  warm  acknowledgments, 
"  and  to  return  you  my  best  thanks,  for  the  kind  and  unremit- 
ting  attentions  paid  me  when  under  your  care,  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  curing  the  impediment  of  speech  under  which  I  had 
"  laboured  from  my  childhood. 

"  That  those  professional  attentions  of  years  have  been  won- 
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"  -derfuUy  successful,  all  my  friends,  as  well  as  myself,  are 
"  willing  to  testify.  I  am  now,  and  ever  since  I  left  your  care, 
"  enabled  to  speak  perfectly  free, Jinn,  distinct  and  unem- 
"  barrassed — quite  free  from  stoppage,  or  impediment  of  any 
"  ki7id.  The  names  of  those  friends  which  I  have  specified 
"  underneath,*  you  are  perfectly  welcome  to  make  whatever 
"  use  you  please  of,  in  the  way  of  reference  ;  and  I  myself  shall 
"  shall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  success  of 
"  your  system,  and  to  the  unremission  of  those  exertions  by 
"  which  I  have  been  so  materially  benefitted. 

"  Ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  W.  T.  GRAHAM. 

"  Surgeon  Poett. 

*  "  William  M'Dermot,  43,  French-street,  Dublin  ;  Mrs. 
"  Graham,  Mullingar,  County  Westmealh ;  James  Kirkland, 
"  Esq.  of  Hermitage,  County  Longford." 

A  g-entleman,  a  senior  sophister  of  Trinity 
Colleg-e,  was  with  me  at  the  same  time  with 
Mr.  Graham,  Their  species  of  impediment 
being-  the  same,  I  made  a  similar  cure  of 
both.  I  am  not  authorised  to  mention  his 
name,  but  received  the  permission  of  a  friend 
of  his  to  refer  to  him  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
my  mode  of  cure.  The  g-entleman  who  was 
so  kind  as  to  thus  become  one  of  my  referees 
is  Major  Kirwan,  of  Castle  Hackett, 
County  Galway. 


Mr.  Edward  Coughlan,  of  Belville,  County^ 
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Carlow,  ag-ed  twenty-five,  called  upon  me 
about  the  commencement  of  May  last,  to 
ascertain  could  I  remove  a  very  distressing^ 
impediment  of  speech,  under  which  he  had 
laboured  from  his  infancy.  He  informed  me 
that  about  two  years  before  he  had  proceeded 
to  Eng-land,  and  placed  himself  under  the 
care  of  a  g-entleman  professing-  to  remove 
such  defects ;  that  by  him  he  had  been 
oblig-ed  to  reside  in  his  house,  and  under  his 
immediate  care,  for  five  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  had  been  dismissed,  as  if  effec- 
tually cured,  but  that  he  had  scarcely  arrived 
in  Ireland  until  he  relapsed.  This  g-entle- 
man's  name  he  mentioned  to  me  in  confi- 
dence, and  adddd,  that  if  my  system  of  cure 
was  in  any  degree  similar  to  his,  which 
oblig-ed  the  patient  to  make  the  most  extra- 
ordinary and  fatig-uing-  exertioni;  that  the  hu- 
man frame  could  possibly  be  forced  to,  he 
would  not,  for  any  consideration,  place  him- 
self under  my  care,  I  assured  him  my  mode 
of  cure  was  so  easy  and  simple,  that  it  had 
been  successfully  applied,  in  numerous  cases, 
to  children,  of  the  most  tender  ag-e  and  deli- 
cate constitution,  and  did  not,  therefore,  re- 
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quire  the  least  bodily  exertion.  He,  how- 
ever, I  suspect,  had  not  fully  made  up  his 
mind,  doubting-,  in  all  probability,  my  capa- 
bility of  fulfilling-  my  promises,  a  circumstance 
not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consi- 
der how  seriously  he  had  suffered  in  England* 

However,  in  the  commencement  of  July  he 
called  on  me  a  second  time,  having-  been 
particularly  recommended  to  do  so  by  Sur- 
geon Kirby,  of  Harcourt-street,  for  whose 
kind  and  generous  support  of  my  system, 
from  the  earliest  period  of  its  discovery,  I 
can  never  be  sufficiently  grateful,  and  I  here 
take  the  opportunity  of  returning  him  my 
most  sincere  thanks,  not  only  for  his  assist- 
ance in  this  particular,  but  also  for  the  nu- 
merous acts  of  kindness  which  he  has  con- 
ferred on  me,  during-  a  period  of  near  twenty 
years. 

Dr.  Kirby,  on  examination,  having-  disco- 
vered that  Mr.  Coughlan's  impediment  was 
of  such  a  spasmodic  nature  as  might,  if  not 
relieved  in  time,  ultimately  terminate  his  ex- 
istence, by  inducing  some  organic  lession. 
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he  recommended  him  to  lose  no  time  in  mak- 
ing- the  application  to  me,  which  directions 
he  immediately  followed,  and  the  result  was, 
that  in  less  than  eig-ht  days  his  impediment 
was  removed.  However,  I  prevailed  on  the 
g-entleman  to  remain  a  short  time  longer  in 
town,  with  which  he  complied,  but  no  ten- 
dency to  a  relapse  appearing,  he  returned 
home  cured,  and  I  am  persuaded  that,  by 
observing  and  keeping-  in  recollection  my 
directions,  he  never  can  stammer  in  future. 

In  compliance  with  my  request,  Mr.  Kirby 
favored  me  with  the  following-  letter : — 

"  Harcourt-street,  Sept.  19,  1828. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  perfectly  recollect  that  a  Mr.  Coughlan,  of 
"  Carlow,  called  on  me  early  in  July  last,  to  ascertain  yourcha- 
"  racter  and  capability  of  curing  impediments  of  speech.  Upon 
"  examination  I  perceived  he  was  a  very  bad,  spasmodic  stam- 
"  merer,  and  I  recommended  that  he  shouW  place  himself  un- 
"  der  your  care. 

"  The  following  week  he  called  on  me  a  second  time,  and 
"  correctly  and  deliberately  thanked  me  for  recommending  you 
"  to  him,  and  stated,  that  he  had  been  afflicted  from  his  infancy 
"  with  a  defect  of  utterance ;  that  two  years  ago  he  was  for 
"  five  months  under  cure,  and  living  in  the  house  of  a  person  in 
"  England  who  professed  to  remove  impediments  of  speech, 
"  but  that  he  had  scarcely  arrived  in  Ireland  when  he  relapsed, 
"  and  became  as  bad  a  stammerer  as  before. 
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*'  Perceiving  that  he  was  cured,  I  told  him  to  return  homCy 
to  punctually  observe  your  directions,  and  he  never  could 
"  stammer  in  future. 

"  I  remain, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"J.  KIRBY." 

Mr.  Cong-hlan  also  sent  me  his  acknow- 
Jedgment  of  cure,  as  follows,  viz. : — 

"  Belville,  Carlow,  Sepi.  23,  1828. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  had  an  impediment  of  speech  since  I 

^<  was  a  child,  but  from  the  first  day  I  put  myself  under  your 

"  I  derived  such  manifest  benefit,  that  not  only  my  friends  but 

"  myself  were  much  surprised. 

"  I  had  been  under  the  care  of  a  person  in  England  for  five 
"  months,  but  did  not  receive  the  relief  I  have  experienced  by 
"  your  mode  of  treatment ;  and  by  adhering  to  your  directions, 
"  I  shall  always  be  able  to  speak  as  well  as  any  person  who 
"  never  had  a  stammer. 

"  You  are  at  liberty  to  place  my  name  amongst  the  many 
"  referees  you  have  in  your  catalogue,  and,  if  necessary,  I  can 
"  get  many  friends  to  vouch  for  the  excellence  of  your  talents, 
"  so  ably  evinced  in  my  cure  ;  but  I  imagine  that  the  person 
"  who  actually  received  the  benefit  of  them  would  be  the  best 
"  to  refer  to. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"  EDW.  COUGHLAN. 
"  To  Surgeon  Poett,  31,  Densille-sireet." 


In  submitting-  the  following-  letter  from 
C.  Roney,  Esq.,  A.B.  T.C.D.  President  of 
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the  Royal  CoUeg-e  of  Surg-eons  in  Ireland, 
I  feel  more  than  ordinary  pleasure  to  find 
that  my  mode  of  cure  has  met  the  approba- 
tion of  so  eminent  a  g-entleman  : — 

"40,  Great  Dominick-street,  Sept.  29, 1828. 

«  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  In  reply  to  your  note,  asking  my  opinion  as 

"  to  the  advantage  of  your  system  for  removing  impediments 

of  speech,  I  think  it  but  justice  to  you  to  say,  from  what 

"  came  under  my  observation,  your  successful  treatment  of  the 

"  distressing  malady,  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  it  my  unqua- 

"  lified  approbation. 

"  In  one  case  in  particular,  the  son  of  a  most  intimate  medi- 
"  cal  friend  of  mine,  who  was  placed  under  your  care,  has  re- 
"  ceived  the  most  decided  advantage,  and,  from  being  nearly 
"  unable  to  make  himself  understood,  he  can  now,  in  conse- 
"  quence  of  your  treatment,  speak  most  fluently.  From  this 
"  case,  as  well  as  some  others  I  have  seen,  I  think  your  sys- 
"  tern  of  cure  most  excellent  and  judicious;  and,  with  these 
**  impressions,  you  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  any  reference 
"  to  me. 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Very  faithfully  yours, 

"  C.  RONEY." 

"  Mr.  PoETT,  Surgeon." 


The  following-  letter  from  Doctor  Stratten, 
lecturer  on  the  practice  of  medicine,  chemis- 
try, &c.  <S:c.,  I  received  in  consequence  of  an 
application  which  I  made  to  him  as  to  his 
opinion  of  the  eflScacy  of  my  system,  a  medi- 
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cal  g-entleman,  a  pupil  of  his,  having-  been 
cured  by  me,  who  had  previously  laboured 
under  a  most  distressing-  impediment : — 

«  Dublin,       William-street,  Sept.  10,  1828. 

*1  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  Having  witnessed  a  very  successful  cure 

"  you  performed  on  one  of  my  pupils,  who  was  affected  with  a 
"  very  bad  impediment  of  speech,  I  cannot  but  give  my  decided 
"  approval  of  your  excellent  mode  ot  treating  the  disease.  You 
«  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  add  my  name  to  your  list  of  referees. 
"  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
*'  Yours  truly, 

«  SAMUEL  STRATTEN. 
«  To  J.  PoETT,  Esq.,  Surgeon." 


The  last  case  which  I  shall  here  beg  leave 
to  offer,  is  that  of  a  young  gentleman,  who 
had  an  impediment  of  a  distressing-  nature. 
The  very  idea  of  the  word  he  wished  to  utter 
threw  him  into  a  state  of  spasm,  closely  bor- 
dering- upon  an  entire  suspension  of  the  res- 
piratory fiinctions.  He  was  placed  under 
my  care,  by  the  desire  of  that  highly-talented 
and  eminent  physician.  Doctor  Marsh,  who 
obligingly  honored  me  with  the  following- 
letter  and  enclosure : — 

"  24,  Molesworth-street,  Dublin,  Sept.  26,  1828. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  beg  to  send  you  the  enclosed  certificate, 
"  which,  but  for  the  hurry  of  business,  I  should  have  sooner 
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sent  you.    I  feel  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony,  in  the 
"  most  unqualified  manner,  to  your  great  success  in  the  treat- 
"  ment  of  the  case,  apparently  a  most  unpromising  one,  which, 
"  under  my  recommendation,  was  placed  under  your  care. 
"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"H.  MARSH." 


"  '  A  young  gentleman,  aged  fifteen  years,  was  broughtto  me 
"'by  one  of  his  relatives.  He  laboured  under  an  impedi- 
"  *  ment  in  his  speech,  so  great  that  1  could  scarcely  under- 
"  '  stand  Avhat  was  uttered  by  him,  and  his  attempts  to  read 
"  '  were  painful  to  witness.  Upon  my  recommendation  he  was 
"  *  placed  under  the  care  of  Surgeon  Poett,  of  Denzille-street, 
"  *  with  whom  he  remained  for  two  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
"  *  time  this  young  gentleman  visited  me.  I  was  surprised  and 
"  *  pleased  to  find  that  he  conversed  with  me,  and  read  with  me, 
"  '  with  ease  to  himself,  and  without  the  slightest  impediment. 

'MH.  MARSH, 
" '  Molesworth-street.'  " 


Having-  concluded  this  detail  of  cases, 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  offer  a  few 
observations  on  the  affection.  Although  de- 
veloped in  different  ways,  in  different  indi- 
viduals, its  essential  nature  is  still  the  same 
in  all,  so  that,  however  stammerers  may  ap- 
pear to  differ  in  form,  feature,  disposition, 
mode  of  delivery,  &c.,  you  will,  nevertheless, 
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be  enablea  to  trace  among  them  many  thing-s 
in  common.  Thus  we  find  in  them  the  same 
excitability  of  mind,  the  same  rapidity  of 
thought,  and  the  same  convulsive  efforts  at 
delivery. 

Particular  varieties  will  be,  however,  ob- 
servable in  each  individual  case,  some,  for 
instance,  during  the  effort  to  overcome  the 
obstruction,  will  be  sympathetically  affected 
in  one  way,  others  in  another.  These  pe- 
culiarities require  for  their  treatment  the 
particular  exercise  of  the  judgment  and  skill 
of  the  practitioner.  Still  the  general  rule 
holds  good,  that  all  Stammerers  may  be  said 
to  resemble,  more  or  less,  each  other. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  idiosyncracies 
to  be  met  with  among  Stammerers  "  en 
masse,''''  is  a  peculiarly  limited  disposal  of  the 
nervous  system,  especially  where  the  vascular 
apparatus  is  concerned,  preventing  the  vo- 
luntary powers  being  directed  with  a  strong 
impulse  to  any  one  object,  without  the  ves- 
sels of  the  head,  the  heart,  or  lungs  suffer- 
ing, in  proportion,  a  greater  or  lesser  degree 
of  debility. 
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Thusy  for  instance,  the  Buddcn  shutting-  or 
opening-  of  a  door  will  so  much  abstract  the 
vital  energy  of  a  nervous  person  to  the  occa- 
sion of  the  alarm,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
will  become  interfered  with.    The  nervous 
energ-y  being-  for  the  moment  withdrawn 
from  that  organ,  venous  blood  accumulates 
in  the  rig-ht  auricle  of  the  heart;  its  action 
is  interrupted,  and  the  process  of  respiration 
for  a  time  put  a  stop  to.    This  g-enerally  oc- 
casions such  a  shock,  that  the  powers  of  the 
mind  become  in  a  manner  restored  to  their 
proper  balance  of  power.    In  such  a  case  the 
action  of  the  heart  will  only  be  interrupted 
for  a  short  time,  which  is  manifested  by  a  few 
inordinate  efforts,  called  palpitations,  to  get 
rid  of  the  overplus  of  blood.  But  if  the  cause 
of  alarm  be  g-reat  and  continued,  or  the  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  mind  extreme,  the  abstrac- 
tion of  the  vital  stimulus  of  the  heart  still 
continues,  and  nature  becoming-  unable,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  to  keep  up  the  pro- 
per exercise  of  the  functions,  syncope  or 
fainting-  is  the  result. 

In  a  similar,  although  in  a  slig-hter  man- 
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ner,  is  the  Sianiinerer  affected  wheu  about 
to  speak.    In  many  cases  the  idea  of  the  ap- 
proaching- apprehended  difficulty  of  utter- 
ance is  so  strong-,  and  occupies  the  powers  of 
the  mind  with  such  a  deg-ree  of  intensity,  as 
to  seriously  interfere  with  the  action  of  the 
involuntary  power.    Hence  we  may  easily 
account  for  the  palpitations,  quivering-  of  the 
lips,  trembling-  of  the  limbs,  <fec.  &c.,  with 
which  Stammerers  are  so  frequently  affected 
previous  to  their  commencing-  the  attempt  at 
speaking.    I  have  known  cases  where  the 
very  idea  of  it  soon  coming-  to  their  turn  to 
read  or  speak  was  sufficient  to  render  respi- 
ration so  extremely  difficult  as  to  be  actually 
distressing-  to  witness. 

Mr.  Brophy's  case,  page  27,  is  a  good  illus- 
tration of  the  truth  of  these  observations. 
He  has  often  declared  that  he  would  bo  fre- 
quently obliged  to  cease  all  effi^rt  at  utter* 
ance,  lest  the  accompanying-  feelings  of 
strangulation  and  approaching  insensibility 
would  actually  occasion  his  death. 

Without  wishing-  it  to  be  thought  that  I 
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place  implicit  confidence  in  the  doctrines  of 
Spurzheim,  (the  truth  of  whose  system  has 
not  as  yet  been  entirely  established,)  I  do 
imag-ine  that  all  Stammerers  in  a  manner 
more  or  less  resemble  each  other,  in  the  con- 
formation of  their  minds,  upon  this  particular 
point.  I  could  detect,  in  all  my  patients,  the 
same  hasty  conception,  .  oj  outstripping-  of 
their  own  powers,  attended  with  such  a  weak- 
ness of  mind  on  this  subject,  as  nothing-  but 
the  strong'est  efforts  of  their  reasoning-  fa- 
culties  could  enable  them  to  overcome. 

It  is  certainly  surprising-  with  what  obsti- 
nacy some  will  continue  to  do  that  which 
gives  them  so  much  upeasipess,  even  long- 
cifter  they  are  put  in  possession  of  the  way  in 
which  they  may  avoid  it.  This,  therefore, 
con^rms  me  in  the.  opinion,  that  those  men- 
tal functions  which  reg"ulate  and  direct  the 
org-ans  of  voice  and  speech,  and  which  ar- 
range and  transmit  ideas,  are  weaker  in 
Stamnaerers  than  in  other  individuals,  and 
that  in  many  cases  the  speediness  of  the  cure 
depends  on  the  greater  or  lesser  degree  of 
power  en^o^e(|  b^  thp  S.tan]m|Brer  in  tlys  fa« 
culty. 
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Thfere  are  very  few  Stammerers  who  do 
not  look  upon  their  malady  with  ming-led 
feeliug^  of  contempt  and  fear.  Sometimes, 
in  the  moments  of  excitement,  they  will  in  a 
manner  rise  superior  to  its  influence;  but 
someihing-  or  other  invariably  reminds  them 
of  their  weakness,  and  then,  sinking"  beneath 
"the  sting-s  of  wounded  feeling,  they  will  at  such 
times  give  themselves  up  to  the  most  melan- 
choly despondency.  In  vain  will  philosophy, 
or  even  religion,  yield  them,  in  many  cases, 
either  comfort  or  content.  The  idea  of  their 
inferiority,  in  this  respect,  to  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, lias,  to  my  own  certain  knowledge,  fol- 
lowed thein  all  day  like  a  shadow,  and  at 
night  haunted  them  even  in  their  dreams.  In 
stich  temperaments,  every  hope  of  pleasure, 
every  fear  of  anticipated  evil,  becomes  in  a 
manner  blended  with  the  idea  of  their  infir- 
mity. They  look  on  themselves  as  peculiar 
objects  of  affliction,  and,  in  proportion  as 
they  tH^y  be  distinguished  for  rank,  wealth, 
talent,  or  education,  will  the  misfortune  ap- 
peal great,  which  they  consider  isolates  them 
from  a  free  converse  with  the  rest  of  mankind. 

D  2 


Those  interested  iu  the  nature  of  iiui>edi- 
menfs  ot  speech,  cannot  but  have  frequently 
observed  the  efforts  the  Stammerer  will 
make  to  effect  the  utterance  of  the  impeded 
word.  This,  (during-  the  effort,)  he  is  un- 
able to  accomplish ;  but,  when  reduced  to  a 
stale  of  comparative  exhaustion,  then  and 
then  only,  does  he  become  enabled  to  pro- 
nounce that  word  which  had  occasioned  him 
so  much  previous  labour.  This  may  be  ex- 
plained as  follows : — 

During-  the  effort  to  speak,  the  voluntary 
powers  are  directed  in  so  forcible  a  manner 
to  the  pronunciation  of  the  word,  as  to  se- 
riously interfere  with  those  powers  that  are 
involuntary.  The  consequence  is,  that  at 
every  such  attempt  the  person,  far  from  being- 
enabled  to  articulate,  becomes  incapacitated 
even  from  a  much  more  simple  act  which 
mig^ht  require  any  effort  of  the  will.  Let  it 
not  be  supposed,  however,  that  I  want  to  as- 
sert that  this  alone  is  what  is  called  the  prox- 
imate  cause  of  stammering  ;  far  from  it.  Such 
a  state  of  the  system  might  be  produced 
without  any  stammer  being  made ;  and  also,^ 
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one  mig^ht  stammer  without  the  existence  of 
any  such  state.  I  merely  make  this  remark, 
inasmuch  as  I  conceive  that  accompanying 
the  impediment  there  is  generally  induced 
an  unequal  distrihution  of  the  nervous  power, 
which  occurs  in  the  manner  I  have  here  de- 
scribed. 


The  Stammerer,  then,  in  his  forcible  at- 
tempts at  enunciation,  having-  reduced  him- 
self to  a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion,  the 
powers  of  his  will  become  abstracted  from 
the  object  towards  which  they  had  been 
so  forcibly  directed.  The  good  effect  of 
this  is  immediately  conspicuous,  as  he  be- 
comes ipso  facto  enabled  to  utter  the  word 
quite  free,  and  with  perfect  ease  to  himself, 
which  never  could  have  been  done  whilst  the 
two  powers,  voluntary  and  involuntary,  were 
in  even  balance  opposing  each  other.  Ano- 
ther peculiarity  common  to  stammering  is 
the  dread  those  afflicted  have  of  not  being 
able  to  pronounce  certain  words,  or  letters. 
In  some  cases,  this  is  so  great,  as  to  induce 
them  to  resort  to  any  subterfuge,  however 
painful,  or  distressing  to  their  feelings,  sooner 


than  attempt  the  eniraciaHoS  of  that  par- 
ticular word  or  letter,  which  they  conceive 
themselves  unable  to  effect. 

In  such  cas^s  it  may  g-enerally  be  ol^- 
servcsd,  that  at  some  former  period  the  per- 
sons so  affected  had,  in  a  moment  of  haste, 
or  more  than  ordinary  excitement,  stam- 
mered on  that  particular  word  or  letter  he 
afterwards  conceives  himself  unable  td  fek- 
ptbss. 

It  i^  a  dirCukystkiiHe'sucll  as  this  that  usually 
gfeneratfes  the  difficulty,  for  I  am  sure  it  is 
unnecessary  to  assure  the  reader,  that  there 
is  no  real  reason  why  a  person  should  litft 
pronounce  one  word  as  easily  as  another. 

Th^re  is  no  System,  however  perfect,  bilt 
tnay  be  at  times  abused,  and  so  fail  in  its  ap- 
plication* This  observation  applies  to  the 
itierit  of  eveiy  useful  discovery.  Hov^e\^feV 
anxious,  therefore,  stammerers  in  g-cneral 
ai'e  to  g-et  rid  of  their  defect,  and  willing-  to 
dO-operat^  with  you  in  yotir  ckertiofas  to  rcf- 
move  it,  still  I  am  oblig-cd  to  confefes  th^t 
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there  are  many,  with  minds  sp  weak  aud 
vacillating-,  that  every  effort  to  make  them, 
sensible  of  the  necessity  for  their  setting- 
their  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel  is  only  so 
much  time  and  trouble  thrown  away  by  tijft 
practitioner,  With,  such  individuals  tji^p  i^p- 
rit  of  my  ^s^eq^  }^  ^  ^.ann^r  q^<^ 

scure4)i  not  because  it  is  defipipnt  in 
or  inadpquate  to  effect  their  cure,  but  b^?, 
ca^se  such  people  can  never  be  broug-ht  to. 
apply  it  to  their  own  casest  Like  the  coun- 
tryman in  the  fable,  they  are  loud  enoug-h  in 
their  invocations  for  extraneous  aid,  but  not 
at  all  inclined  to  <?p-operate  with  the  practi- 
tioner, by  malting-  ^e  nec^sgary  exertiop 
themselyiBS^ 

Heppe  I  am  ol?}iged  to  be  extremely  par- 
ticular in  the  examination  of  my  patients  be- 
fore I  consept  tp  receive  them,  for  if,  through 
stupidity,  carelessness,  or  a  disposition  en- 
tirely given  up  to  .sensual  pleasure,  they  malf  e 
no  exertion  to  apply  the  knowledge  they  may 
receive  to  the  removal  of  their  affection,  all 
my  exertions  become  nugatory,  find  th^  risk 
incurrecl  of  an  undeserved  Qdiui^  b^^  o;t- 
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taclied  to  my  character,  and  the  merit  of 
ray  discovery. 

Hence  it  may  be  seen,  that  in  order  to  in- 
sure a  perfect  cure,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
patient  should  not  only  have  a  strong-  desire 
for  the  removal  of  his  defect,  but  also  that 
he  possess  some  degree  of  capacity,  not,  how- 
ever, more  than  might  be  met  with  in  a 
child  of  eight  or  nine  years,  as  is  seen  in  the 

cases  of  Miss  R  ,  pag-e  17,  and  Master 

Malone,  page  35. 

'  In  closing  these  observations,  I  conceive  it 
necessary  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
public,  that  the  regulations  I  have  laid  down, 
concerning  the  attendance  of  my  patients, 
differ  most  materially  from  the  mode  hitherto 
adopted  by  all  those  who  may  have  preceded 
me  in  the  cure  of  impediments  of  speech. 

It  is  required  by  many  who  profess  to  re- 
move the  affection,  that  their  patients  must 
reside  and  board  in  their  house  during  the 
process  of  their  cure,  at  an  additional  ex- 
pense; besides,  those  gentlemen  not  being 
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able  to  guarantee  a  certain  cure,  they  make 
no  promise  to  return  their  fee  in  case  of  a 
failure. 

The  attendance  which  I  require  is,  on  the 
contrary,  extremely  short,  the  patient  being- 
merely  obliged  to  remain  at  my  house  be- 
tween the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  daily, 
for  a  few  weeks,  and  frequently  only  for 
a  few  days.  I  also  bind  myself  in  a  legal 
document  to  return  my  fee  if  the  cure  be  not 
satisfactorily  accomplished.  My  prescrip- 
tions are  handed  to  my  patients,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  prepared  by  their  respective 
apothecaries.  An  operation  is  seldom  in- 
dicated, but,  when  required,  the  cure  is  in- 
stantaneous. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  think  it  necessary  to 
state,  that  although  I  had  been  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  different  modes  of  cure  adopted 
by  many  persons,  professing  to  remove  defec- 
tive utterance,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  still, 
having  found  them,  on  trial,  totally  inade- 
quate to  cure  the  affection,  I  was  induced  to 
commence  a  course  of  anatomical,  physiolo- 
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gfical^  and  pathological  researches,  connect- 
ed with  the  subject. 

The  result  of  my  labors  exceeded  my  most 
sang-uine  expectations,  in  as  much  as  I  have 
been  enabled,  within  the  last  eight  months, 
to  bring  this  important  discovery  to  the 
fullest  perfection.  I  would  also  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  the  cure  of  every  case  now 
submitted  to  the  public  has  been  effected 
within  that  limited  period. 

m 

It  may  now  be  required  from  me  to  state, 
why  I  withhold  from  the  public  the  whole 
nature  of  my  discovery,  and  the  peculiar 
method  of  cure  I  have  adopted. 

That  such  a  sacrifice  should  not  be  expected 
from  me,  every  candid  gentleman  must  allow, 
when  he  is  informed  that  I  have  now  confined 
my  practice  exclusinely  to  the  removal  of  im- 
pediments of  speech^  and  that,  from  the 
comparative  small  number  of  those  that  are 
thus  affected,  were  my  system  made -public, 
it  would  seriously  militate  against  my  inte- 
rest.   Numbers  would  then  start  up,  and 
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leave  nothing  to  the  discoverer  but  an  empty 
name,  and  the  melancholy  reflection,  that, 
by  a  premature  and  ill-advised  promulgation 
of  a  system  which  might  otherwise  have  libe- 
rally re-paid  the  time,  trouble,  and  expense  it 
cost  him  in  bringing  it  to  perfection,  he  threw 
away  every  hope  it  was  calculated  to  inspire, 
and  sacrificed  to  a  foolish  ambition  the  wel- 
fare of  himself  and  family. 


FINIS. 
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